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Cosmetic 
Dentists

About this specialty:
Many general dentists 

also specialize in elective 

cosmetic procedures, such 

as veneers, teeth whiten-

ing, dental implants and 

composite bonding to repair 

chipped or decaying teeth.

Joyce Bassett*
14275 N. 87th St., Ste. 215, 

Scottsdale, 480-367-8889, 

drbassett.com

Samuel W. Bollwinkel
1400 N. Gilbert Rd.,

Ste. A, Gilbert, 480-892-5089

Bradley A. Briggs
6920 E. Shea Blvd., Ste. 201, 

Scottsdale, 480-948-7670, 

briggsfamilydentistry.com

Roger A. Briggs
6920 E. Shea Blvd., Ste. 201, 

Scottsdale, 480-948-7670, 

briggsfamilydentistry.com

Mark Espinoza
9315 N. Central Ave., Phoenix, 

602-943-7297, 

centraldentalcare.com

Rodney W. Gore
8535 E. Hartford Dr., Ste. 208, 

Scottsdale, 480-585-6225, 

azcosmeticdds.com

Michael K. Greding
235 E. Warner Rd., Gilbert, 

480-558-4331, 

lifetimefamilydental.com

Joseph L. Harris
4444 N. 32nd St., Phoenix, 

602-955-8600, 

harrisdental.com

Mark C. Peck
33739 N. Scottsdale Rd.,

Ste. 101, Scottsdale, 480-488-

4852, dentalstudio101.com

David Clark Poelman
335 N. Stapley Dr., Mesa, 

480-964-2662

Sheldon Lynn Sullivan*
3303 E. Baseline Rd., Ste. 105, 

Gilbert, 480-507-1993, 

azsmiles.com

Daniel P. Travelle
485 S. Dobson Rd., Ste. 204, 

Chandler, 480-821-9022

Endodontists
About this specialty:

It used to be that when one of 

your teeth became diseased, 

you’d lose it. However, a visit 

to a dentist who specializes in 

endodontics (root canals, for 

the uninitiated) can save your 

tooth and your smile. 

Jacqueline S. Allen
6520 N. Seventh Ave., Ste. 7, 

Phoenix, 602-242-4745, 

drallenendo.com

Edward H. Carlson
6755 E. Superstition Springs 

Blvd., Ste. 101, Mesa, 480-807-

8022, superendo.com

Steven L. Frost*
1056 S. Val Vista Dr., Ste. 3, 

Mesa, 480-396-6100, 

redmtendo.com

Bradley H. Gettleman
18555 N. 79th Ave., Ste. D-104, 

Glendale, 623-939-3313

John W. Gillan
2220 W. Southern Ave., Mesa, 

480-834-7100

Michael C. Grabow
3800 W. Ray Rd., Chandler, 

480-857-4047

Jason John Hales
6755 E. Superstition Springs 

Blvd., Ste. 101, Mesa, 480-807-

8022, superendo.com

James Doyle Hamberlin
1056 S. Val Vista Dr., Ste. 3, 

Mesa, 480-396-6100, 

redmtendo.com

Emad G. Khalifa
20950 N. Tatum Blvd., Ste. 

210, Phoenix, 480-538-8100, 

canyonridgeendo.com

Joseph Harris
GENERAL/COSMETIC DENTIST

4444 N. 32 St., Ste. 208, Phoenix

602-955-8600, harrisdental.com

WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN PATIENTS 
ARE SCARED OF DENTISTS?
The very fi rst thing is to listen to them and understand why, 
because some people have really good reasons for their 
anxiety. I had a patient who, at one time, the closest I could 
get to him was down the hall and around the corner. He 
could look at me from around the corner if I was standing at 
my front door. And we would just have a conversation. We 
began to discover what his concerns were and address them. 
Now he’s a wonderful patient. Every time he comes in he 
brings us treats. 

BESIDES BRUSHING AND FLOSSING, 
WHAT SHOULD PEOPLE DO TO KEEP 
THEIR TEETH HEALTHY?
When they unraveled the human genome, they discovered 
that there is a gene for gum disease. If people know they 
have the disease, they can do something about it from an 
early age, not waiting until it’s full-blown, and a lot of pre-
ventative things can be done. So screening and diagnosis 
are a huge deal. Also, they’ve recently discovered that the 
bacteria that every one of us has in our mouths, when it gets 
out of control, can be a trigger for everything from blood 
clots to heart infections. The mouth is more than a place 
to eat; it has to do with overall health in a big way. That’s a 
big part of what we do with our patients. We’re looking at 
overall health.… Cancer screening is a huge thing we do with 
every patient.

WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST DENTAL 
EXPERIENCE AS A PATIENT?
I grew up very poor. I’m the oldest of 10 children. My fi rst 
dental visit I was 10 or 11, and I had decays so bad on my 
lower molars that they extracted two permanent teeth. I had 
abscesses so bad I used to pound my head on the pillow to 
go to sleep at night – for a year or two. I didn’t want to tell 
anybody because I didn’t know what it would mean. So my 
fi rst dental visit was, in a way, traumatic. But I can remember 
going home that night and lying in bed and thinking, ‘I don’t 
have pain.’

YOUR SONS ARE ALSO DENTISTS 
AT HARRIS DENTAL. WHAT’S THE 
BEST PART ABOUT BEING PART OF 
A FAMILY PRACTICE?
The surprising part was what they’ve taught me, because… 
they see things in a different way than I do. They relate to 
patients in a different way. I learn from them every day and 
I listen to them, and I know they listen to me. You don’t get 
that practicing by yourself. Practicing by yourself you be-
come very confi dent in yourself, but you don’t often get the 
outward perspective. 

— Interviewed by Keridwen Cornelius

* Indicates the top vote getter in each specialty. Multiple asterisks indicate ties.

124_133PHM0810Dentists_126.pgs  06.28.2010  10:58    



  Phoenix Magazine AUGUST 2010 127

TOP DENTISTS 2010

124_133PHM0810Dentists_127.pgs  06.25.2010  11:41    



Thomas P. Lammot
20950 N. Tatum Blvd.,

Ste. 210, Phoenix, 480-538-

8100, canyonridgeendo.com

William B. Leibow
4910 N. 44th St., Ste. 10, 

Phoenix, 602-840-3636

Robert Stephen Roda
7054 E. Cochise Rd., Ste. B-

115, Scottsdale, 480-991-3361, 

endoaz.com

Matthew B. Tonioli
4141 N. 32nd St., Phoenix, 

602-667-3600

General 
Dentists

About this specialty:
This Jack- or Jill-of-all-trades 

provides the services needed 

to promote the maintenance 

of oral hygiene and tooth care. 

The American Dental Associa-

tion recommends visiting a 

dentist at least once every six 

months.

Mark S. Anthony
1259 N. Power Rd., Ste. 2, 

Mesa, 480-832-4567

Bradley A. Briggs
6920 E. Shea Blvd., Ste. 201, 

Scottsdale, 480-948-7670, 

briggsfamilydentistry.com

Roger A. Briggs
6920 E. Shea Blvd., Ste. 201, 

Scottsdale, 480-948-7670, 

briggsfamilydentistry.com

Michael J. Cooley
1200 W. Warner Rd., Bldg. B, 

Ste. 12, Chandler, 

480-899-0222

Brett A. Dameron
12320 N. 32nd St., Phoenix, 

602-992-1384, phoenixcosmet-

icdentalcare.com

Derrick J. Dickerson
6755 E. Superstition Springs 

Blvd., Ste. 203, Mesa,

480-302-9698,

bestmesasmiles.com

Donald A. Eberhart
14967 W. Bell Rd., Ste. 100, 

Surprise, 623-547-5400, 

doneberhartdds.com

Mark S. Hamblin
6755 E. Superstition Springs 

Blvd., Ste. 202, Mesa, 

480-981-3311

Brian C. Harris
4444 N. 32nd St., Ste. 208, 

Phoenix, 602-955-8600, 

harrisdental.com

Joseph L. Harris
4444 N. 32nd St., Ste. 208, 

Phoenix, 602-955-8600, 

harrisdental.com

Bruce L. Herr Jr.
875 N. Greenfi eld Rd., Ste. 114, 

Gilbert, 480-632-6999, 

greenfi eldfamilydentist.com

Michael L. Johnson
6812 E. Brown Rd., Ste. 102, 

Mesa, 480-981-8560, 

johnsonboysedental.com

Eric G. Marinoff
1200 W. Warner Rd., Bldg. B, 

Ste. 12, Chandler, 

480-899-0222

David Clark Poelman*
335 N. Stapley Dr., Mesa, 

480-964-2662

Brett F. Sperbeck
900 W. Chandler Blvd., 

Ste. B-3, Chandler, 

480-821-1047

Sheldon Lynn Sullivan
3303 E. Baseline Rd., Ste. 105, 

Gilbert, 480-507-1993, 

azsmiles.com

Bich-Ngoc (Bicky) Tran
7552 E. Camelback Rd.,

Scottsdale, 480-429-9700, 

simplydentistry.com

Daniel P. Travelle
485 S. Dobson Rd., Ste. 204, 

Chandler, 480-821-9022

Ryan S. Wallin
6626 E. Baseline Rd., Ste. 101, 

Mesa, 480-218-8800, 

docwallin.com

James C. Johnson
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

1355 S. Higley Rd., Gilbert, 

480-632-7500, kidstoothdr.com

WHAT ATTRACTED YOU TO PEDIATRIC 
DENTISTRY?
I’ve always loved working with kids. So when I was in dental 
school and it got into the pediatric part of the program I just 
fell in love with it. It was where I was meant to me. 

HOW DOES YOUR OFFICE MAKE CHIL-
DREN LESS FEARFUL OF THE DENTIST?
The major thing is distraction. There are video games and 
TVs on the ceiling. There’s a movie theater when they walk 
in, and the check-in counter looks like a candy counter. The 
other main thing is talking to them the whole time. We’re 
constantly talking to them. It keeps their mind off of things. 
Keep things fun and they think, ‘Oh, what’s the big deal?’

WHAT’S THE MOST COMMON PROBLEM 
YOU SEE IN CHILDREN’S TEETH?
We have so many processed sugars in our diet now. The 
biggest thing we’re seeing lately is in the adolescents – the 
pre-teens and early teens – drinking energy drinks. That’s 
a new battle we’re facing. It used to be soda but now we’re 
getting a little bit of both. Energy drinks have more sugar in 
them, so we’re seeing lots of decay.

YOU HAVE FIVE CHILDREN OF YOUR 
OWN. ARE YOU THEIR DENTIST?
Yes. I have a 13-year-old girl, twin 10-year-old boys, a girl 
who’s 6 and a boy who’s 4.

HAVE THEY HAD CAVITIES YET?
Yep (laughs). They’re still kids, and we’re still parents. 

DO YOU RESTRICT ANYTHING THEY 
EAT OR DRINK? ANY BANS ON
HALLOWEEN CANDY?
No, and I wouldn’t tell any of my patients to do that either. 
Moderation in all things.

WHAT’S THE MOST DIFFICULT CASE 
YOU’VE EVER ENCOUNTERED?
The hardest ones are the little infants when they come in 
with baby-bottle decay, when their teeth are worn to the 
gums and they’re only 15 months old. There are no options 
there and you’re stuck to have to take teeth out. Those are 
hard just emotionally.

WHO’S HARDER TO DEAL WITH –
THE CHILDREN OR THE PARENTS? 
The parents (laughs). It just comes down to the concern for 
their children. It causes them to have more anxiety. I don’t 
think it’s over-protective. I don’t think we could protect our 
kids too much.

— Interviewed by Ashlea Deahl
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Oral/
Maxillofacial 

Surgeons
About this specialty:

These surgeons specialize in 

the treatment of facial defects, 

misaligned jaws and problem-

atic wisdom teeth. They may 

also treat accident victims. 

R. Brinks Austin
6755 E. Superstition Springs 

Blvd., Ste. 103, Mesa, 

480-830-5866, myazmax.com

Brent R. Boyse*
6755 E. Superstition Springs 

Blvd., Ste. 103, Mesa, 

480-830-5866, myazmax.com 

Jack A. Buhrow
2601 E. Roosevelt St.,

Phoenix, 602-344-5011

Reed H. Day
2222 E. Highland Ave.,

Ste. 320, Phoenix,

602-956-9560, dr-day.com 

Leslie R. Fish
1200 W. Warner Rd.,

Ste. 3, Chandler,

480-726-6600, drlfi sh.com 

Robert F. Guyette
9741 N. 90th Pl., Scottsdale, 

480-657-7065, 

guyettesurgery.com

Steven K. Ingersoll
10211 N. 32nd St., Ste. A-1, 

Phoenix, 602-953-1744

Donald J. Johnson
4025 W. Bell Rd., Ste 9, 

Phoenix, 602-978-2890

Paul J. Kelly
6755 E. Superstition Springs 

Blvd., Ste. 103, Mesa, 

480-830-5866, superendo.com

George H. Master
3501 N. Scottsdale Rd., Ste. 

226, Scottsdale, 480-941-5005

Bradley T. Porter
6755 E. Superstition Springs 

Blvd., Ste. 103, Mesa, 

480-830-5866, myazmax.com 

Patricio W. Rabot
6945 E. Sahuaro Dr., Ste. A-1, 

Scottsdale, 480-998-7500, 

scottsdaleoralsurgery.com

Orthodontists
About this specialty:

Many people with misaligned 

teeth visit an orthodontist in 

hopes of a treatment. Options 

include braces, retainers, head-

gear and, in rare cases, break-

ing the jaw to set it in a proper 

position. 

Kenneth E. Danyluk
4350 E. Ray Rd., Ste. 121, 

Phoenix, 480-759-3333, 

teamorthodontics.com

Nathan Trent Davis
2500 S. Power Rd., Ste. 128, 

Mesa, 480-969-8500

Stuart L. Frost
5058 E. Southern Ave., Ste. 101, 

Mesa, 480-325-7500, 

frostortho.com 

James R. Galati
8573 E. Princess Dr., 

Scottsdale, 480-656-7801

Gregory S. Garn
2835 E. Brown Rd., Ste. 102, 

Mesa, 480-832-3830, 

azbraces.com

Geoffrey S. Glovsky
754 S. Val Vista Dr., Ste. 107, 

Gilbert, 480-892-6200, 

glovskyortho.com

Clark L. Jones
4025 W. Bell Rd., Ste. 5, 

Phoenix, 602-938-6709

Sulieman Albert 
Kassisieh

9377 E. Bell Rd., Ste. 185, 

Scottsdale, 480-948-4010 

Delbert Kyger
800 W. Chandler Blvd., Ste. 

5, Chandler, 480-899-1633, 

skorthodontics.com

Bicky Tran
GENERAL DENTIST

7552 E. Camelback Rd., Scottsdale,

480-429-9700, simplydentistry.com

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE SCOTTSDALE?
I live not too far from here, and I wanted to be close to 
home. I wanted to be able to walk to work, run or bike 
– whatever the case may be. This building became available 
last-minute, and it’s still very close, and it all ended up work-
ing out very well. Being that it’s an old home, it fi t perfectly. 
This place fi ts exactly what I was looking for. I didn’t think 
it would be like this; I always thought it would be an offi ce 
building, a condo or a strip mall. But it worked out.

WHAT DO YOU WANT THE PATIENT’S 
EXPERIENCE TO BE LIKE?
I want them to have it all. I want them to have a great place 
to come to, meaning it’s comforting to them – it’s clean and 
inviting. I want them to have a friendly staff. When they walk 
in the door, everyone greets them – they know who they 
are. And I want them to have the quality dentistry that they 
deserve. I think fi nding the whole combination is hard. 

DESCRIBE YOUR FIRST EXPERIENCE AS 
A DENTAL PATIENT.
He was a pretty old dentist in an old, old offi ce. I remember 
that when I left the offi ce, I had stuff all over my face. I was 
13 at the time. I was like, ‘You know, that wasn’t so nice.’ But 
being that my parents were very strict, I was not allowed to 
scream or cry or whine, so that was the only comment and I 
kept it to myself.

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE NEW
DENTAL TECHNOLOGIES THAT HAVE 
BEEN VALUABLE TO YOUR FIELD?
Digital X-rays. There’s a lot less radiation involved with that. 
It’s anywhere from 79 percent to 90 percent less radiation, 
and you can actually manipulate the images on your com-
puter screen…. There’s also laser dentistry. It’s still limited, 
but for soft tissue, it works great. Let’s say somebody has a 
really gummy smile – meaning you see a lot more gums than 
teeth. You can actually do some gum re-contouring with 
the laser and shape it. You don’t have to suture (the wound) 
and you’re not actually cutting into someone’s tissue with a 
scalpel. With the laser, most people come back the next day 
and you can’t see anything. They heal that fast.

WHAT IS SOMETHING INTERESTING 
PEOPLE MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT YOU?
Believe it or not, I knit and crochet. Every time someone has 
a baby, I’m on it. They get a new baby blanket. I’m working 
on one right now for one of my patients.

— Interviewed by Adam Klawonn
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Brian W. Mason
2835 E. Brown Rd., Ste. 102, 

Mesa, 480-832-3830, 

azbraces.com

C. Christopher Murphy
4910 E. Greenway Rd., Ste. 1, 

Scottsdale, 602-482-0022

Alan M. Petersen
6755 E. Superstition Springs 

Blvd., Ste. 201, Mesa, 480-924-

2880, arizonabraces.com

Treven Bret Rollins
6755 E. Superstition Springs 

Blvd., Ste. 201, Mesa, 480-924-

2880, arizonabraces.com

Cliff H. Running
7032 E. Cochise, Ste. 100, 

Scottsdale, 480-948-4200, 

azbracesforallfaces.com

Steven S. Sabatino
16620 N. 40th St., Ste A-1, 

Phoenix, 602-485-4700, 

drstevensabatino.com

A. Paul Serrano*
800 W. Chandler Blvd., Ste. 

5, Chandler, 480-899-1633, 

skorthodontics.com

Pediatric 
Dentists

About this specialty:
These dentists specialize 

in treating and maintaining 

proper oral hygiene in children, 

ranging from infants to adoles-

cents. Children should visit the 

dentist by their fi rst birthday.

Julie D. Anfi nson
21809 N. Scottsdale Rd., Ste. 

100, Scottsdale, 480-556-

0600, smilesbyapdo.com

Bradford J. Ball
2550 E. Guadalupe Rd., Ste. 

101, Gilbert, 480-558-0777 

chewchew.net

Richard S. Chaet
6868 E. Becker Lane, Ste. 101, 

Scottsdale, 480-556-0600, 

smilesbyapdo.com

Yaneav Cohen
7032 E Cochise Rd., Ste. A-130, 

Scottsdale, 480-607-4949, 

drcohendds.com

Joseph C. Creech Jr.*
2550 E. Guadalupe Rd., Ste. 

101, Gilbert, 480-558-0777, 

chewchew.net 

John Everett Culp III
4232 E. Chandler Blvd.,

Ste. 10, Phoenix, 480-759-1119

William J. Heimann
1526 W. Glendale Ave.,

Ste. 103, Phoenix,

602-864-1080

James C. Johnson
1355 S. Higley Rd., Gilbert, 

480-632-7500, 

kidstoothdr.com

Noel W. Korf
9002 E. Desert Cove, Ste. 100, 

Scottsdale, 480-860-0008

Libby R. Lidieth
20950 N. Tatum Blvd.,

Ste. 320, Phoenix, 480-585-

5868, azkidsdds.com

Eric “Rick” Meyers
702 E. Bell Rd., Ste. 116,

Phoenix, 602-867-7880, 

weecaredental.com

James R. Michaud
2363 E. Baseline Rd., Gilbert, 

480-558-1400

Robert M. Mirabelli
4901 N. 44th St., Phoenix,

602-595-3531, 

camelbackpedoortho.com

Brett Michael 
Quackenbush

1534 E. Ray Rd., Ste. 121, 

Gilbert, 480-963-8373 

Terry C. Ramsey
9280 E. Raintree Dr., Ste 108, 

Scottsdale, 480-443-9080

Karen A. Teeters
6520 N. Seventh Ave., Phoenix, 

602-910-6219

Periodontists
About this specialty:

Periodontists specialize in 

diagnosing, treating and pre-

venting gum disease. 

David Z. Barget
7032 E. Cochise Rd.,

Ste. A-220, Scottsdale,

480-443-8440, specialistsden-

talimplantcenter.com

Chad M. Cravatta
2220 W. Southern Ave.,

Ste. 101, Mesa, 480-834-6005, 

greaterphoenixpi.com

Bruce E. Houser
7500 E. Pinnacle Peak Rd.,

Ste. A-200, Scottsdale,

480-563-4145, azperio.com 

Todd F. Jorgenson
3048 E. Baseline Rd., Ste. 112, 

Mesa, 480-558-4500,

eastvalleyimplant.com

Kenneth M. Kimble
7201 N. 19th Ave., Ste. 1, 

Phoenix, 602-995-5045

Ralph W. Price
4400 N. 32nd St., Ste. 100, 

Phoenix, 602-956-1114

Steven G. Reitan
10555 N. Tatum Blvd.,

Ste. A-106, Paradise Valley, 

480-991-0090, azperio.com

Lewis P. Robinson
7032 E. Cochise Rd.,

Ste. A-220, Scottsdale,

480-443-8440, specialistsden-

talimplantcenter.com

Marc Shlossman
800 W. Chandler Blvd., Ste. 1, 

Chandler, 480-899-6407

Morley J. Smith*
1010 E. University Dr., Mesa, 

480-833-0722 

Ariel E. Trujillo
7201 N. 19th Ave., Phoenix, 

602-995-5045

Ralph Forrest Wilson
7500 E. Pinnacle Peak Rd., 

Ste. A-200, Scottsdale, 

480-563-4145

Prostho-
dontists

About this specialty: 
If you need dentures, a crown, 

bridgework, or tooth replace-

ment, call a prosthodontist. 

These dentists specialize in 

replacing missing teeth and 

restoring natural teeth. 

Douglas G. Benting
301 E. Bethany Home Rd.,

Ste. C-172, Phoenix, 602-277-

9088, drbenting.com

David A. Borba
8801 W. Union Hills Dr., Bldg. B, 

Peoria, 623-583-5969

Patrick J. Canaday
3201 W. Peoria Ave.,

Ste. D-709, Phoenix, 602-993-

6783, drcanaday.com

Kevin Brian Cebrynski
9097 E. Desert Cove Ave., Ste. 

240, Scottsdale, 480-661-6541

Marvin H. Fitzgerald
7054 E. Cochise, Ste. B-230, 

Scottsdale, 480-922-9220

Daniel F. Galindo
19901 N. 97th St., Scottsdale, 

602-787-8200

Michael J. Gibbons
7477 E. Doubletree Ranch Rd., 

Ste. 200, Scottsdale, 480-368-

0060, gibbonslee.com

Gregory A. Libby
20950 N. Tatum Blvd.,

Ste. 340, Phoenix, 480-502-

9833, desertridgepros.com

Farzam Maleki
7930 E. Thompson Peak Pkwy., 

Ste. 102, Scottsdale,

480-538-5270

Paul F. Marischen
3443 N. Central Ave., Ste. 700, 

Phoenix, 602-242-2256

Mark S. Montana*
2147 E. Southern Ave., Tempe, 

480-820-2901

— Reach us at
phxmag@citieswestpub.com.

PM
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TOP DENTISTS 2010

WHO DECIDES 
WHO’S A TOP 
DENTIST?
Frequently asked questions about 

how our Top Dentists are selected.

Who picks the dentists?
The dentists are selected through a peer-review survey. The 

theory is that medical professionals are best qualifi ed to judge 

medical professionals. To select the dentists, PHOENIX magazine 

randomly mails 1,500 surveys to Valley dentists. The surveys ask 

the dentists to nominate those dentists who, in their judgment, 

are the best in their fi eld and related fi elds.

Does PHOENIX magazine check out all of the 
dentists on the list?
Yes. Once the list of Top Dentists is compiled, PHOENIX maga-

zine’s fact-checkers verify the dentists’ names, addresses, phone 

numbers and specialties. In addition, each name is checked 

against the state’s dental board to determine whether the dentist 

has been convicted of malpractice or has faced other disciplinary 

actions. Those that have are removed from the list.

Why not ask patients to rate the 
best dentists?
Patients generally lack the medical expertise to judge a dentist’s 

qualifi cations, and different patients will have varying opinions 

on the same dentist (i.e., one patient’s best experience may be 

another patient’s worst). Should we ever do a ranking based 

solely on bedside manner, querying patients might be an option.

My dentist says he was left off the list because 
he doesn’t advertise in PHOENIX magazine. 
Could that be true?
Absolutely not. Like any credible publication, PHOENIX maga-

zine’s editorial content is not dictated by who advertises. There 

are cases, however, when a dentist on the list also has an ad in 

the magazine, but that’s merely coincidence. Dentists have no 

advance knowledge of whether they’ve made the list, and the 

PHOENIX magazine sales staff doesn’t see the list until you see 

the list. Like you, they both have to wait until the magazine is 

published to fi nd out who’s made the list.

Why do you include cosmetic dentistry as a 
specialty when it’s not actually recognized by 
the dental board?
True, cosmetic dentistry is not a recognized specialty by the 

American Dental Association, but many general dentists today 

are specializing in cosmetic procedures, and patients are increas-

ingly requesting information on cosmetic dentistry, so we wanted 

to offer yet another valuable resource to our readers.

If my dentist’s not on the list, does that 
mean he/she is not a good dentist?
No. Although peer-review is considered the most reliable 

methodology, it’s not perfect. To be recognized by a large 

number of peers, it stands to reason that a dentist would have 

to have practiced in the Valley for several years. There are 

many newcomers who are undoubtedly excellent physicians, 

but haven’t yet gained widespread recognition. In addition, 

there are many dentists in small practices or outlying areas 

who, likewise, haven’t gained that widespread recognition.

Don’t the same dentists make the list every 
year?
Many dentists do, but there are many new dentists on the list 

each year, too. Because the established, well-known dentists 

are exactly that – established and well known – the list might 

favor that kind of physician. Given the importance of choosing 

a dentist, however, PHOENIX magazine views that as a healthy 

bias.

My dentist was on the list last year, but isn’t 
there this year. What does that mean?
It doesn’t necessarily mean anything, and it certainly shouldn’t 

be viewed as evidence of a drop-off in the dentist’s effective-

ness. Getting on the list once doesn’t guarantee that a dentist 

will be on the list indefi nitely – the selection process begins 

anew each year.

Each year you do short feature profi les on 
a handful of dentists. How do you choose 
which ones to profi le?
Essentially, we “throw a dart at the map.” Because every 

dentist on the list is considered among the best in the Valley, 

every dentist is worthy of being profi led. Needless to say, it 

would be impossible to profi le all of them, so we randomly 

select three or four each year. 
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